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Revival of Religion in the fir Precin& of Grocester 
in the County of Essex, about thirty Miles North 
eafterly of Bolton ; in a Letier from the Rev. Mr. 
Wuite Paflor of the Church sere, to ibe Kev. 
Aér. Prince of Bolton. 


Glecefler, March 1744. 
Revered Sir, 


EING moved to give forme Account of she Work of 
Gop among us, take it as follows. 


Glocefler (commonly called Cope-Am,) was: {mall 
in it’s Beginning, yet of late has greatly increafed. When 
I the Subicriber was fettled im the Minitry hare, more shan 
forty-one Years age, there was but ome Congregation ; and about 
Threefcore and eight Members, and of thefe tventy-one Abailes. 
And the Materials of three Churches have been ditmiiled from 
us, in order to be incorporated and fettled in Gotpel-Order : 
To the laft, which isnow the fourthCharch in this Town,were 


Gifmifled from us upwerds of Faurfeore Males and Females 


And there now remain about Fowr/eore Males,and an A/umdred 
ond eighty Y omales. 

I have mot ordinarily filhed for Souls with a Na, but wich 
an Angling-Rod. Gop the Hory Guost has been plea- 


fed in a more gentile and undiicernable Way to work Fasthin 


the Hearts of our People ; and they came m one after ano- 
ther, not in Troops, or Clufters : except at two Seafons, viz. 
after the Earthquake, and about twe Years age. Our People 
by the£arthquakes were (as their Neighbours) greatly aftriyh 

thd ; efpecially the more Rude, Ignorant andW cked aay 


us. But.about ¢ Bleath after the fu@ Shocks, when hoes 
; seeoif 


, 
. 





Ar Revival of Religion at GLocEsTER 


terrifying Frights were over ; it pleafed Gop by his Sprrer 
to work kindly in a Way of Conviéion, and I truftot Con- 
werfior. And there was.a great Harvedt of Souls gaehesed in 
to Curis? ina Way of open Profeffion ; and if we may 
judge by their after Converfation,moft of them were fincere : 
which brought to Mind what is written, 1 Kings rg. 11,2. 
And he faid go forth &f fand upon the Mount before the LORD : 
and behold the LORD paffed by, and a great (trong Wind rént 
the Mountains ; but the LORD was not inthe Wind ; and 
ofter the Wind, an Earthquake ; but the LORD was not in 
the Earthquake: And after the Earthquake a Fire ; but the 
LORD was not in the Fire: And after the Fira, a frill {mall 
Voice. And this Voice, this ftill {mall Voice was heard by 
many : and the powerful Voice of the Hory GHosT was 
effectual for the favingConverfion of Scores of Souls,aceording 
to the Judgment of rational Charity. 

Upon what I heard of Gop’s marvellousWorks of Grace 
at Northampton, and efpecially upon reading the furprizing 
and affecting Account thereof, drawn up by their Reverend 
Paftor : I had at Times fincere, fenfible and. ferventDefires, 
that the Gon of all Grace, would vifit us with the like plen- 
tifulEffufions of his holy, promifed Spirit : And was wont 
in publick Addreffes to the Prayer hearing Gop, to afk the 
Gift of Gifts, the Hony Spirit. Knowing that Applica- 
tion-Vork in the Conuition and Converfion ot Sinners would 
be carried on among a gofpelized People, more or lefs as the 
Spirit from oa High fhould be in leffer or greater Degrees 
poured down upon them. And I looked upon it as a farther 
Ground of Encouragement to wait upon Gon, that he had 
fo remarkably added to the Promifes under the Old and New 
Teftament, hisPerformance ; as u1 Hamp/bire County. And 
at Length I moved the Church to fet apart a Day of Fafting 
and Prayer, to wait upon Gop for this Bleffing ; viz. that 
the Dews and Showers of the HotyGuost might fall upon 
us: And Gop did fpeedily and plentifully anfwer our 
Prayers. Os this wonderful Work of Gop Lhave given the 
Public an Account in an Epifile perfixed to a Sermon preached 
by the Rev. Mr. Benjamin Bradftrect on this joyfulOccafion ; 
to which I refer the Reader. 


The faid Account we have thought proper to interfert 
as follows, 
“s There 
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«* There have been unhappy Controverfies carried on 
with too much-of Heat relating to the good Work in this 
and the neighbouring Provinces and Colonies. Some af- 
cribing the whole to theDeui/. But how can we account 
for the Reconciliation of Perfons for a long Time at En- 

imity, the Reformation of profligate Wretches, their deep 
Humiliation, thetr Illumimation, and found Converfion, 
as the Effect of Satan’s Operations ? Surely ’tis a new 
Work for Satan to wound, and heal the Confcience, to 

fill the Souls of Men with Love to God and Chrift; and 
their Mouths with Praifes to their faithful Creator, and 

dear Redeemer ; and bring them to take inexpreffiibleDe- 
light in the Ways of God. Others on the contrary af- 

cribing all the Workdone among us to God ; fome of 
which are fo new, ftrange, violent, that tis hard to con- 

cee they are the Effect of the Hot ySpiritr’sOperati- 
ons. I think we may allow fome of them to be the natural 
Effeats of human Frailty. And if fome be allowed to be 
the Effects of an enraged Devil, I think it no unreafon- 

able Conceffion. We inthe farft Parith in Gloce/fer were 

fo defirous of this Work, as to keep a Day of Fafting and 

Prayer ; to afk of God the Blefling of Bleffings, the Gift 
of the Hoty GuHosr: and invited the reft of thePaftors 

of the Town with the Rev. Mr. Nathaniel Rogers to affitt 
in the Work of the Day. And it was not long after, that 

we found the good Effects of waiting upon God. Can 

any think it pofible that when we go to our heavenly Fa- 

ther and afk a Fifh, that he will give a Serpent? ” Tis 

ftrange, if immediately upan our afking the faving Impref- 

fions of the Hoty GuHostr ; Gon fhould take that Op- 

portunity to fend, or permit the Devil.to come among us 

with his undoingDelufions. But the frft-mof vifible and 

powerful Effufion of the Spirit was on the laft Sabbath ia 

‘Fanuary,[ 1741,2.Jand efpecially as Iwas preaching inthe 

Afternoon & on theEvening in tworeligiousSocieties inthe 

Harbour ; many were imprefled both withDiftrefs & with 

Joy, above Meafure. And on Monday Merning in the 

School of Mr. Mofes Parfons ; a Man difpofed zealoufly 

to ferve the belt Interefts of all he has to do with: And 

being hired by a Number of Gentlemen, to-train up their 

Children in religious Exercifes, and in Singing as well as 

other ufefulKnowledge ; theSpirit.of Gop came Jo power- 

73 fully, 
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s¢ fully upon the School, fo that they could nor attend the 
*© ordinary School Exercifes. But with their joyful Matter 
{with whom t had left the Care of my Flock while I went a 
** Journey,which I was neceffirated to take) and aMultitude 
* of Speétators, they prayed to, and praifed Gop by finging 
* fpiritual Hymns. And in the Evening Mr. Parfons 
‘* preached a Ledture in the Meeting Honfe ; and in the 
“° Clofe of the Exercife, the Spirit fell upon a great: Part of 
‘¢ the Congregation to the Amazement of many : and Peo- 
<< ple had fuch an Appetite to the Word preached, that Mr. 
* Parfons called in the Help of the other Minifters of the 
** Town; and on Tuciday Evening the Rev. Mr. Fagques 
** (a faithful and fuccefsful Preacher) preached : and on 
« Wednefday Evening the Rev. Mr. Bradjfreet preached 
* the Sermon now put into your Hands. Several of the 
«© Hearers defired a Copy of it for the Prefs. And feveral 
¢* EveningSermons were preached after this. And the good 
¢¢ Fruits of thisVifit are very apparent ; no lefs than twenty 
‘< ome had their Experiences read the Jaft Sabbath Day. 


{ Thus far the printed Account. | 


Now I hall proceed to relate as briefly as I can the Er- 
tects. As they were all amazed, faying in their Hearts, and 
ane to another, What meaneth this? My Eyes never faw fuch 
Tranfa@tions ; my Ears never heard fuch Expreffions: And 
thus it was when the Hoty Spirit was poured down, 4é5 
2. 2. And fudaenly there came a Sound from Heaven, as of a 
rufhing Pind, and it filled the Houfe where they were fitting. 
And thus it was with us. But the Impreffion was at firft 
principally on the one Side of the Meeting-Houfe. And 
there was poured down a Spzrit of Prayer upon Young and 
Old, efpecially the younger Sort. XAnd Children of five, fix, 
feven Years,and upward,would pray toAdmiration. And in 
our Parifh,therehave fince been formed no lefs than nine diftin? 
Societies, of Youngand Old, Male and Female, Bond and Free, 
(for one of them is aSociety of Negrees,who in theirMeetings 
behave very ferioufly & decently. Fhey have been greatly im- 
prefled. One of them gavea very fatisfying Account of his 
Experiences,and was taken intoChurch-F. ellowfhip: Moft of 
them entered into Covenant, and were baptized themfelves, 
and alfo their Ifue) who meet feveral of them twice in a 
eek, to pray and fing, as well asto read Books of Piety, and 

the 
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the reft oncea Week. And the Younger fay their Catechi fm 
to the Head of the Meeting. And feveral Sermons have been 
preached unto them. 

But another Evv ict is a Spirit of Grace. The Work of 
Converfion has been carried on in uncommon Manner. But 
as to the Degree and Dwration of Terrors, there has been a 
vaft Variety. Some have been impreffed with deep Terrors, 
and have continued for /everal Months under them. They have 
been greatly diftreffed, and near to Diftra€tion. They have 
had fuch Difcoveries of the Greatnefs of their Guilt, and of 
Gon’s Anger, of the Badnefs of their Hearts, as to make 
them cry out. They have had Difcoveries of their Ignorance 
and Unbelief, of their Hardnefs of Heart, and Enmity again 
Gop. They have feen not only an utter /nability to believe, 
but an Averfion to believe. And when it was Gop’s Time 
to comfort and heal their wounded Hearts and Spirits, their 
‘Foys rofe proportionably to their Depreffion,and their Lifting- 
up was inProportion to their Dejeétion. ~ And many aTime 
have they been fo full of fpiritual Joys, as to fink and faint 
under the Weight of them. Others have been but a fort 
Time under aLaw-Work,and then there have fucceeded ‘Foys, 
under the Senfe that their Sins are pardoned. But of this 
Sort, their religious Impreffions, I fear, have too foon wore 
off. And many moved towards Church-Fellowfhip, and 
joined to the Church : But fome have fadly apoftatized, and 
are become as vile, yea, more vile than befdére, We find 
that ftrong but fhort Terrors, fucceeded with ravifhing Joys, 
are no certain Evidence of faving Converfien. 

There has been an apparent Reformation. Diverfions, 
tho’ lawful and innocent, have been almoft wholly laid afide, 
and the finging of Dr. Wat rs’s Hymns is the chief Recrea- 
tion of Chriftians when they convene. There are no Sepera- 
tions among us. Little has been faid about New Lights, 
(which I look upon as a Terneof Reproach, as of old the Term 
Puritan was) and as little aboutOppofers ; The mentioning 
of which is irritating, and tends to widen the Breach ; and 
foment Divifions, Contentions and Seperatiens. As to Vi/i- 
ons we had enough of them, until fuch Time as in a Lecture 
Sermon | declared my Sentiments concerning them ; and fo 
far as I can underftand, there has never been one fince. Our 
Congregation has been difturbed and interrupted by Qutcries, 
but I laboured to fupprefs them. 


{ 
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I would add ; that as I believe there have been Svores fa~ 
vingly wrought upon, who were Strangers before that happ 
Day, f much as to the Form of GodlinefS : So-/ome Profe/- 
jors who refted in the Form, and were but Legali/?s or Self- 
righteous, have feen that they built upona fandy Foundation; 
and were greatly diftrefled under the Conviction; and by an 
earneft Application unto Curist for Wifdom and Righte- 
oufnels, have had a further Difcovery of Jesus Curisr ; 
and have been encouraged to venture upon him for the com- 
pleatSalvation of their Souls ; and have had theirHearts filled 
with Joy in Believing. So alfo, there have been Scores of 
Perfons who had truly clofed with Curist in Time paft; 
but have walked in Darknefs, by Means of the Withdraw of 
the SPIRIT, the Weaknels of their Graces, and Prevalency 
of their Corruptions ; and ‘have been for a long Timeas in a 
Wildernefs: Thefe have been ahointed as with frefh Oil; 
their Hearts have been made glad, enlarged, quickned, and 
comforted by renewed and continued Supplies of Grace, have 
been enabled with enlarged Hearts to run the Ways of 
Gop’s Commandments. 

One Thing more I fee Caufe to add ; that altho’ properly 
fpeaking, we have had but one Itinerant Preacher with us: 
Yet feveral eminently able and zealous Servants of the Lord, 
Jettled Minifters, have occafionally preached to our Congre- 
gation ; and have been greatly affifting in promoting this 
good Work. Gop has bleffed their Labours among us. And 
st is my hearty Defire, that the Kingdom and Intercft ef our 
LORD may be promoted, and Converts multiplied, although by 


other Hands. 


Thus I have made an impartial Relation of what Gop has 
‘done amongft us, in the Methods of his Grace: And to 
Him be the Glory, who is the Author of Grace, and not te 
the Inftruments. Suppofe a Paut may plant, and an 
APOLLos water, yet ’tis GOD that gives the Increafe. 
To Him therefore be Glory in the Church by CHRIST FESUS 
shroughout all Ages, Vorld without End, AMEN. 


Your moft obliged humble Servant, 
Joux Warre. 


The 
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A Letter from a Minifter in Exonann. 4? 


The following is an Extrait from a Pamphlet, printed 
jm London once in fevenWeeks, Intitled, An Account 
of the moft remarkable Particulars relating to the 
prefent Progrefs of the Gofpel. 


From a Country Minifter, to the Publifber. 


My dear Friend, Offob. 27. 1743. 


1% Compliance with your repeated Defires, E now fit down 

to write to you. I often find a Backwardnefs to Work: 
of this Nature, yet my Soul has, before I have done, been 
{weetly refrefhed. © may it be fonow f And may you be 
alfo favoured with the like refrefhing Gales of the Hoty 
SPIRIT, in reading what may be here communicated in 
much Creature-Weakne/s and Imperfeétion, being what at- 
tends me in all I do. 

As to the prefent State of my ownSoul, 1am feldom favour’d 
with any rapturous Enjoyment, but a gradual Increafe of 
Hungerings andThirftings ; and fometimes, ere | am aware, 
my Soul is made like the Chariots of Aminadab. 1 think 
from my firft Experience of the Grace of Gop, I have been 
favoured with a gradual, altho’ flow Growth. Bleffed be 
Gop, I have great Reafon to glory in the Crofs of Crist 
and its bleffed Effeéts upon my old Man. By a long Train 
of Experiences, the Lorp has given me great Difcoveries 
of the Deceitfulnefs, and defperate Wickednefs of my own 
Heart, the alluring Vanities of an enfnaring orld, and the 
Power and Policy of my Adverfary the Devil at the Head of 
all the Principalities and Powers of Darknefs. And muft a 
vile finful Wretch, a poor weak little Child be made viétori- 
ous over all thefe Soul-Enemies, who have kill’d their Thou- 
fands and ten Thoufands of precious Souls, and daily are exe- 
cuting their Soul-murderingProjeéts on my dearFellow-Crea- 
tures round about me? ©O why,why was Ia Brand pluck’d 
out of the Burning? O free, diftinguifhing, and fovereign 
Grace ! An amazing and everlafting Wonder ! 


My Lord, my Conqu’ror, and my King, 
Thy Scepter and thy Sword I fing ; 
Thine is the Vid ry, and I fit, 

A joyful Subje& at thy Feet. 








a8 A Leiter from a Minifter  Encrand. 


I have mournful Experience of the Remains of indwelling 
Sin; and am alfo, 1 chink, not a Day free from theA faults 
of the old Serpent: But this, 1 fuppafe, is permitted to keep 
anc humble and watchful, that 1 may continually loath and 
abhor my felf; alfo to prevent fpiritual Pride, and that my 
dear SAVOUR may in my Sight wear the Crown of Victory. 
I have not had any diftrefling Fears about the eternal State of 
my Soul many Years: And now, blefled be Ged, I have a 
joyful Profpe@ of living and reigning with CHRIsT upoa 
Earth, over the Fleth, World, and Devil. O help me to 


Praife God; from whom all Bleffings flew, &c. 


As to my Labours in the Vineyara ; although the Ded 
oppofes me by all the Arts be can ufe, which ] mutt expe&, 
yet my dear Lorn encourages me: He givesme Ability and 
Opportunity /ometimes to preach every Day, and flatedly three 
Times on a Lord’s-Day ; and the more 1 Labour the more I en- 
iy 5 and the more Power J have from GOD in my Work; and 
aljo the greater Succefs, as appears in the thirfting Defires of 
many after the Word of Life; and likewife in the Com- 
plaints of precious Souls wounded under the Word, and 
fecking for Healing. © what, what a bleffed Mafter ts 
jesus Curist | What fwect inward Peace and Joy of 
Soul am I favoured with when | travel fifty or fxty Males in 
o Week, and preach once or twice everyDay , and when I work 
but little, 1 enjoy but hittle; by which I am taughe, that this 
is not a State of Enjoyment, but of Employment. Here we 
muft work and fatter for Curist. Heaven is the Saints 
everlafting Reft and Enjoyment. The Cordials given us 
in the Way are for our Support and Encouragement, and to 
difcover to us the Nature of the Saints Portion after Death ; 
alfo to increafe our Hungrings and Thirkiings, &#c. andMeet~ 
nels for Glory. 

Bleffed be Gop, I truft that he has quite freed me from 
the Shackles of Bigotry and Party Caufes, yet hope 1 have 
a more firm Regard than ever toevery Part of DwineTruth. 
Your printed Letters are refrefhing to my Soul ; the 
Lor p make them fo to all that read them. Blefled be Gor 
tor the publifhing thefe Accounts ! 


(The Remainder in our neat.) 








